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COMMITTKK  OX  AgUICULTURE, 

^  Housi-:  OF  Represkxtatives, 

^  MoiiiJaif^  Fchruanj  12,  1923, 

The  committee  this  day  met.  Hon.  Gill)ert  X.  HauA'en  (c-hairman)  presidium 
There  were  present:  Mr.  Haugeii,  Mr.  Puniell,  ?Jr.  Vui;,-t,  Mr.  Sinclair.  Mr 
Clague,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Aswell,  Mr.  Klncheloe,  Mr.  Joues,  and  Mr.  Ten  Eyck. 

Mr.  AswELL.  Mr.  Chairman.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  proceed  out  of  order 
for  two  or  three  minutes  [reading] : 

Whereas  our  friend.  John  D.  Clarke  of  New  Yorlc,  contributed  imm^sur- 
ably  to  the  happiness  of  the  members  of  the  House  (\>nnnittee  on  Agriculture 
on  the  evening  of  January  9,  1923,  by  giving  us  a  delightful  and  never-to-be- 
forgotten  farm  supper ;  and 

•  "Whereas  the  food  products  from  his  beloved  Arbor  Hill  farm  are  the 
finest  and  best  to  be  found  in  the  land ;  and 

"Whereas  his  dairy  products  deserve  special  meut'on  and  the  method  of 
his  serving  them  possesi^  a  superabundance  of  excellent  and  intricate 

finesse ;  and 

"Whereas  through  his  loving  hospitality  the  members  of  the  committee 

are   drawn  closer    towtlier    in    the   ties    of   friendship:    Therefore    be  it 
Resolrcd,  That  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
hereby  expresses  to  John  its  profound  gratitude— so  profound  tlmt  it  is  in- 
expressible; and 

Resolved  further,  That  in  wisdom  and  skill  in  entertaining:  his  fellows 
and  in  loving  his  fellowman,  like  Abou  ben  Adhem,  he  leads  all  the  rest. 

"  Adopted  amid  great  applause  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  committee,  on  the 
12th  day  of  February,  1923." 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to  ask  that,  beginning  with  the  chairman,  every 
members  of  the  conuuittee  affix  his  signature  with  the  name  of  his  State  to  this 
resolution  and  that  it  then  l»e  presented  to  our  friend,  .John  Clarke. 

Mr.  Clarke.  I  ceitainly  appreciate  it.  my  good  frien<ls.  If  I  have  helped 
fi  1  ttle  to  ligliten  the  load  of  any  of  you,  I  feel  that  I  have  at  least  accom- 
plished something. 

The  Chaikmax.  Mr.  Langley,  the  comniittee  will  now  be  pleased  to  hear  from 
you. 

8TATXMENT  OF  HON.  JOHN  W.  LANGLEY,  A  BEFSESENTATIVB 
IN  CONOBESS  FBOM  THE  STATE  OF  KENTUCKT. 


Mr.  LAXfjLKV.  Mr.  (Mia  rnmn  and  gentlemen  of  the  comniittee.  I  shall  dr^tnin 
yon  but  n  vei'y  short  v.liile.  T  iii*  y  say  :it  the  out-^et  that  with  the  approval  ot 
l>oct(»r  Taylor,  Chief  i)f  the  lUireau  of  I'lant  Industry,  three  of  h  s  experts  are 
here  to-day  not  to  make  a  stateujent  t<>  tlie  committee  l>ut  to  aiiswer  any  ques- 
tions the  committee  may  desire  to  ask  them  as  to  overhead  charges,  cost  of  seed 
purchased,  or  any  other  detail  in  connection  with  this  congiessional  free-seed 
distrlbutimk.  •  ^ 

The  Chaibman.  Are  you  in  favor  of  the  d'stribution  of  vegetable  seeds? 

Mr.  Langiey.  Yes;  and  just  as  much  so  and  tor  the  same  reason  that  I  am 
in  favor  of  the  furnishing  of  seed  wheat  to  western  farmers  money  to  help  the 
cotton  farmei's  tight  the  enemy  of  cotton — the  boll  weevil — and  various  other 
things  ot  th:»t  sort  th;it  Congress  has  l>een  aiding  from  time  to  time. 

Mr.  Ktxchku)e.  I  liave  not  read  your  bill,  Mr.  Langley,  but  is  it  practically 
Ihe  san)e  as  the  provision  that  has  heretofore  been  carried  in  the  agricultural 
appropriat  on  bill?  ' 

Mr.  Lanslkv.  Yes.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  may  say  that  my  chief  re:»son  in  intro- 
dudng  the  bill  wis  the  fact  that  we  have  had  from  year  to  year,  as  most  mem- 
l>ers  of  this  committee  know,  a  controversy  as  to  whether  the*  proposition  was  In 
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order.  We  have  contlictinj;  rulings  and  have  spent  a  jrveat  deal  of  time  in  d  s- 
cussing  the  points  of  order  that  were  raised,  and  nnnier(>us  roll  calls;  and  I 
think  enoii^di  time  and  money  have  been  spent  in  that  connection  to  pay  for  the 
cost  of  the  distribution  of  vegetable  seeds  for  at  least  a  year  or  two. 

:Mr.  AswEix.  Mr.  Laugley,  you  have  met  in  your  bill  6ne  of  the  objections 
I  have  heard,  and  that  is  that  some  of  the  members  say  they  do  not  have 
enough  seed  to  go  around.  I  notice  you  have  Incr^sed  the  aMnropriation, 
which  I  think  Is  a  very  wise  procedure. 

Mr.  Laxgley.  I  think  so:  yes.  There  are  quite  a  number  of  districts  where 
the  allotment  under  the  $3G(i,0(>0  appropriation  is  not  sulticient  to  enable  tlien) 
to  supply  all  of  those  who  want  seeils  st^nt  to  them.  an<l  I  tliinlv  tlnit  is  an- 
other stron^^  argument  in  favor  of  the  proposed  legislation — the  fact  that  so 
nianv  people  do  want  them.  I  may  remark  incidentally  that  my  observation  has 
been  that  even  though  gentlemen  who  oppose  the  congressional  distribution 
of  garden  seeds  after  it  has  become  a  law  always  want  the  garden  seeds  and 
you  can  not  even  get  a  single  package  from  most  of  them.  They  always  want 
them,  but  they  vote  a^nst  them.  I  do  not  mean  to  criticise  anybody  who 
does  that  but  I  think  we  ought  to  have  a  general  law  upon  the  subject  so 
there  will  not  be  any  controversy  on  the  question  of  it  being  in  order  in  the 
future. 

:\lr.  PuKXKLL.  This  l^ill.  :\lr.  Lriu.tiley.  as  the  chairman  sug.^ests  here,  merely 
authorizes  an  approiu-iation  for  this  year  which  would  make  tiiem  available 
next  year,  is  that  your  purpose  or  is  it  your  purpose  to  make  this  permanent 
legislation?  ,      ,  , 

JVlr  LvxGLKV.  Mv  purpose  is  to  make  it  permanent  legislation. 

^Ir.  KiNCHELOE.  Then  should  you  not  put  after  the  word  "that"  In  the 
first  section  the  word  "hereafter."  ,  , 

Mr.  I^NGLET.  Yes;  I  think  so.  I  introduced  this  bill  rather  hastily  and 
simply  took  the  amendment  that  was  defeated  by  a  narrow  margin  in  tlie 
Committee  of  the  AVhole. 

:Mr.  Aswi;tx.  That  would  make  it  more  difficult  to  pass,  would  it  not? 

Mv.  Laxoley.  Xo  I  think  not. 

:\Ir.  KixcHELOE.  If  you  are  gomg  to  make  it  a  permanent  law,  that  would 

^^m\\^  LanoVk    I  thiiik  the  gentleman  is  correct  In  that  criticism  .of  my  bill. 
Mr  KiNCHELOE,  It  is  not  a  criticism  but  a  suggestion. 

Mr.  Langusy.  I  think  you  are  right  about  it,  and  of  course,  any  amendment 
of  that  kind  would  be  agreeable  to  me.  What  I  really  have  in  mmd  is  to 
make  it  permanent  law  so  as  to  get  rid  of  these  annual  controversies  and 

waste  of  time.  ^. 

Now  it  ^eems  to  me  that  tliis  proposition  is  on  all  jours  with  the  practice 
foFlowed  hei-etofore,  and  we  have  followed  it  this  year,  of  furnishing  seed 
wheat  to  the  farmers  of  the  West  and  furnishinj?  money  to  tight  the  boll 
weevil  and  pi'otect  the  cotton  fanners  of  the  South,  and  so  forth.  It  is  all 
in  aid  of  a^n-iculture;  but  those  provi^ons  are  in  aid  of  ttie  If^*^ 
the  men  wlao  farm  on  an  extensive  scale.  This  Congressional  seed:  djstri^ 
bution  is  intended  more  particularly  for  the  men  who  farm  on  a  small  scale 
and  who  work  in  factories  and  in  coal  mines  and  other  industries  than  farming, 
and  is  Intended  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of  garden  products  largley  in 
t^Q.ck  ^'  *  I  rds 

Mr"  KiNCHELOE.  And  floes  it  not  also  encourage  the  children  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  various  communities  to  undertalie  that  sort  of  work? 

Mr  LvxGLKY.  Oh,  ves;  I  have  sent  them  also  to  superintendents  of  eoal 
oiK-rations  in  uiy  district  and  I  always  send  them  in  »>»lfc  .to^a^l  f**'^^* 
that  are  in  session  at  the  time  for  the  heads  of  the  schools  to  ^stribute  to 
the  children  with  appropriate  remarfes,  and  my  experience  has  be«i  that  that 
not  only  encourages  gardening  but  isereases  ttie  interest  of  the  people  generally 
in  ficardcning 

m  AswELL.  That  is  about  all  the  country  people  get  from  Congress  anyway. 

Mr"  I.vxGLEY.  That  is  about  all  that  many  of  theui  get,  yes.  To  repeat 
mv«elf  somewhat,  this  is  intendetl  more  especially  for  the  gardens  m  the 
baVk  vards  and  around  the  liouse  rather  than  for  the  farmers  who  are  wheat 
producers  or  cotton  producers,  and  who  operate  on  a  much  l*^'  S^ale. 

Mr  KINCHELOE.  Mr.  Langley,  may  I  ask  you  this  question,  although,  per- 
haps,"  the  other  gentlemen  whom  you  have  here  would  be  more  competent 
to  tesfft-  about  it,  but  I  read  an  editorial  yesterday  in  a  farm  journal  con- 
^iSattog  Congr^  <m  doing  away  with  free  distribution  of  seed,  and  they 
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put  it  principally  on  the  ground  that  these  seefls  were  not  any  account  wh^ 

they  are  emt  out 

Mr.  Lanomy,  I  am  glad  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  makes  that  sug- 
gestion. As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  methods  of  testing  the  virility  of  these 
seeds  are  the  very  best  the  Government  can  adopt,  and  there  is  no  question 
whatever  about  the  virility  and  purity  of  the  seeds  distributed  hy  the  Govern- 
ment as  they  are  subjected  to  such  tests  that  any  of  them  tliat  are  found 
deficient  in  any  way  are  immediately  sent  bacli  to  tlie  bidder,  whicli  enables 
the  Government  to  get  the  vary  highest  grade  of  seed,  and  I  think  the  general 
^fecfc  is  to  compel  the  seed  producers  to  raise  a  higher  grade  of  seed.  The 
gesteral  understanding  is  that  the  seed  trust  is  opposed  to  this  distribution  be- 
cause it  interferes  with  their  business,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  increases 
to  such  a  degree  the  general  interest  in  gardening  that  in  the  end  it  iacreasea 
their  markets,  if  they  can  only  see  it  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Jones.  How  does  the  Government  procure  all  these  seeds  that  tUey  dis- 
tribute. 

Mr.  Langley.  I  will  be  through  in  just  a  moment  and  Professor  Oakl^ 
and  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Connor,  who  are  fully  cognizant  of  all  those  details 
and  tmdx  more  so  tiian  I  am,  can  tell  you  all  you  desire  to  know  about  that. 

TbB  main  point  I  dc^re  to  impress  upon  the  committee  is  that  the  people 
In  f&e  rural  communities  and  the  coal-mining  sections  and  places  of  that  sort 
and  people  emjdoyed  generally  in  other  lines  of  work  are  just  as  anxious  to 
get  these  seeds  as  the  farmers  who  devote  their  time  entirely  to  farmino:.  I 
recall  one  instance  in  my  district  at  Jenkins,  Ky.,  a  coal  mining:  town  of 
about  5,000  or  6,000  popuhition,  where  a  little  ^ivl  of  12  or  13  years  of  ajre  ^rot 
one  package  of  garden  seeds  from  me,  containing  five  small  packets.  With  that 
one  package  she  produced  in  their  back  yard  $20  worth  of  garden  products, 
based  on  the  price  paid  in  the  local  stores  for  such  products. 

Scientific  American  recency  had  a  very  interesting  article  on  this  subject* 
which  I  put  in  the  Ccmgressional  Record  recently.  This  article  showed  that 
after  deducting  the  cost  of  flower  seeds  and  other  expenses,  the  balance  re- 
maining out  of  the  $360,000  appropriation,  which  has  been  carried  for.  two 
yeafs,  and  which  on  my  motion  of  two  years  ago  was  increast^d  from  $2^,000 
to  that  amount,  produced  $192.00(1.000  of  garden  and  farm  pi'oducts. 

Mr.  KiNCHELOE.  Mr.  Langley.  that  article  is  not  a  very  long  ont^  and  I 
read  it  with  a  great  deal  of  interest.  Would  you  mind  iusert'ng  that  article 
as  a  part  of  your  remarks. 

Mr.  Langxjst.  I  wlU  be  very  glad  to  do  it.  It  is  in  the  Congressional  Record. 

Mr.  KiNCHEEixs.  It  is  not  long  and  I  think  that  article  should  be  put  in  these 
liearings  also, 

Mr.  Langley.  Yes.  That  is  the  substance  of  what  I  wanted  to  say  to  the 

committee, 

Mr.  KiNCHFXOK.  Mr.  Chairman.  I  ask  unanimous  ccnsent  that  Mr.  Langley 
be  permitted  to  insert  that  statemeut,  from  the  Scientific  American  in  his 
remarks.  ' 

The  Chaibman.  You  have  that  permission,  Mr,  Langlfey. 
»  •Bfcr.  Lanouct.  The  article  appeared  in  the  publication  and  is  as  follows: 

(From  the  Sei«tillc  American,  December,  1922.] 

MiX-UONS  .IN  Foon  viioyi  Fkdkkal  Frek  Skkd — Tm:  Stokv  of  240,000  Acbes  of 

Gakdens  and  $192  000,000  Worth  of  Vkoexaules. 

'  ( By  George  H.  Dacy. ) 

Through  his  Congressmen,  Uncle  Sam  annually  gives  away  approximately 
65,0(K),000  packages  of  vegetable  and  flower  seed— the  best  seeds  of  their  type 
and  var  ety  which  are  to  be  had  in  the  world.  All  the  Government  free  seed 
is  tested  for  germination  and  trueness  of  type  before  it  is  dissominated  among 
the  amateur  and  ]>rot'essional  gardeners,  farmers,  and  suburbanites  here,  there, 
and  everywhere  throughout  the  United  States,  Ever  since  tlie  inception  of 
Uncle  Sam's  annual  free-seed  pax'ty  commercial  dealers  and  the  general  public 
have  r.'diculed  the  free  Federal  seed  as  cheap,  impure,  and  generally  **n6 
account."  Despite  ttais^  the  demands  for  the  free  seed  have  increased.  Our 
Representatives  and  Senators  are  swamped  with  applications  for  the  large 
franked  envelopes,  each  of  which  contain  five  packets  of  certain  combinations 
of  seed*  Xhe  ^rcjl^ners  have  tried  out  the  seed  and  found  it  the  best^  they 
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cvtM-  usod.  Tliey  c<une  back  for  more  each  season  l>eraus('  they  known  that  the 
only  source  iroui  whieli  they  edu  ohta  u  .such  sjUperior  seed  is  the  Department 
Of  Ai,a'iculture. 

The  hives  of  the  busiest  bees  look  like  miters  of  idleness  as  compared  with 
the  Government  seed  warehouse  during  the  period  from  October  to  April  each 
year  whei  the  work  of  sampling,  testing,  packeting,  enveloping,  frankin^^  and 
mailing  the  millions  of  conjj:ressicn«il  orders  for  ^eed  is  progressing:  at  full 
speed.  It  is  a  well-planned  orderly  .iourney  that  the  seed  travels,  fnnn  the 
LTUnny  sack  in  which  it  came  from  ihe  seed  den:er  to  tl:e  franked  package  in 
whicii  it  is  sent  out  hy  a  Con^jressman  to  one  of  his  rural  constituents.  There 
is  no  lost  moriiai.  The  operat  ons  are  all  standardi>:ed  and  systematized. 
As  far  as  poss  bli'  mechanical  appliances  have  been  substituted  for  hand  labors 
One  lumdred  and  fifty  girls  and  women  are  employed.  They  operate  simple 
and  efficient  machines  which  expedite  the  rapid  transfer  of  the  tested  seed 
from  large  sacks  to  small  paper  packets  and  finally  to  the  mailing  of  five 
packets  of  the  seed  in  one  large  franked  envelope  to  the  ultimate  user. 

For  many  years  tlie  Departn.ei^t  of  Airriculture  has  been  opposed  to  the 
congressional  seed  project,  as  it  is  called.    The  Federal  farm  n.t;  experts  claim 
that  rlie  ^oOfl.Odl).  which  yearly  is  spent  in  buying:  seeil  and  sending:  it  to  all 
sections  of  the  country,  could  better  l>e  expended  in  securinj^  from  foreign 
countries  new  and  rare  seeds  and  cuttings  of  plants  which  appear  to  be 
adapted  for  cultivation  under  our  climatic  and  ^oil  conditions.    But  animally 
Congress  overrides  the  recommendations  of  the  department  and  adds  the  free- 
seed  item  to  the  agricultural  budget  in  answer  to  the  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  letters  which  pour  in  from  the  highlands  of  Appalachia,  the  wildernesses 
of  Maine,  the  deserts  of  Arizona,  the  cut-over  lands  of  Wisc^onsin  and  jMichiKan, 
and  where  not  in  the  United  States.    Our  Federal  lawuiakers  always  reserve 
five-sixths   of  the  seed  for   distribution   amonjr   their  constituencies.  The 
remainder  is  allotted  to  tlie  Department  of  Agriculture  as  an  emergency  seed 
supply  which  nniy  be  given  to  regions  where  weather  conditions  have  been 
severe  to  tl:e  extent  that  their  or  ginal  quotas  of  free  seed  did  not  germimttte* 
As  matters  stand  at  present,  each  Congressman  is  atititled  to  20,000  paekels 
of  vegetable  seed  and  2,000  packages  of  flower  seed  which  he  can  distribute 
among  the  gardeners  of  his  district.    Needless  to  say,  all  the  national  law- 
makers avail  themselves  to  the  full  limit  of  their  available  quotas  of  seed. 
In  fact,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  1ms  to  keep  a  very  accurate  set  of 
books  on  the  seed  debits  and  credits  of  each  Ilei^reseutative  or  Senator.  At 
the  hei^inning  of  the  annual  see<l  distribution,  each  Congressman  is  credited 
with  his  just  proporti(»n  of  the  Government  seed  on  the  books  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Aixrlcuture.   Henceforward  he  is  permitted  to  draw  against  this  quota 
as  if  it  were  a  bank  account  until  his  allotment  of  seed  is  exhausted.  The 
persistence  with  which  Congressmai  try  to  overdraw  their  accounts  indicates 
the  great  popularity  of  the  oflMally  inspected  and  guaranteed  garden  ^eed 

which  Uncle  Sam  gives  atvay.  ^.  .  ^        . ,  , 

Banks,  merchants,  and  agricultural  chd^s  the  country  over  which  have  aided 
the  respective  Congressmen  in  the  distribution  of  their  seeds  have  kept  ^  tab 
on  tlie  resultant  returns  in  the  way  of  foodstuffs  which  emanate  from  this 
genero^^ity  of  the  Government.    The  average  of  innumerable  reports  shows 
that  the  'representative  acre  of  garden  planted  with  Federal  free  seed  yields 
at  lea'^t  i?SOO  worth  of  foodstuffs.    A  leading  bank  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
reports  acre  vields  of  vegetables  worth  $1,200  from  the  free  seed  gardens  under 
its  patronage.   Last  year  more  than  240,000  acres  were  planted  with  Govern- 
ment seed,  which  d^onstrates  a  food  production  worth  $192,000,000.    It's  a 
pretty  good  investment  that  Uncle  Sam  malies  in  his  farm  and  garden  seed 
donations.    He  spends  $360,000  in  buying  and  distributing^  the  seed  and  the 
gardeners  grow  $192,000,000  worth  of  vegetables  and  truck  crops.    If  any 
other  Government  or  private  philanthropy  in  the  country  in  a  sinj-le  year  can 
yield  a  return  five  hmidred  and  thirty-three  and  three  tenths  times  as  great  as 
the  iidtial  investment  the  writer  would  like  to  know  about  it.   Even  under  the 
worst  possilde  conditions,  where  one-third  of  each  packet  of  seed  was  wasted, 
damajred  in  transit,  or  otherwise  injured  so  as  to  prevent  germination,  a  return 
of  at  least  $10  per  packet  of  seed  in  food  products  has  resulted  from  the 
averages  compiled  from  20  years  of  accurate  records  kept  by  Y^^^^^^^!^'  . 

Those  who  use  the  Federal  seed  from  Maine  to  Florida  and  from  California 
to  Pennsylvania  by  the  hundreds  of  thousands  indorse  it  as  much  better  seed 
than  they  are  ever  able  to  buy  on  the  local  markets.  The  Government  seeds 
germinate  weU  and  grow,  and  produce  bumper  yields  of  vegetable  crops. 
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"(Government  seeds  are  the  only  ones  on  which  I  can  always  rely,"  writes  a 
gardener  from  :Mississippi.    A  Representative  from  Texas,  who  last  year  per- 
sonally made  a  garden  and  grew  vegetables,  reports  that  his  Ftnleral  sc«ed  gave 
excellent  results,  germinating  well,  and  be^ng  admirably  adapted  to  the  climate 
of  the  Lone  Star  State.   A  school  girl  from  a  Corn-Belt  State  last  season  raised 
$20  worth  of  tine  vegetables  from  one  of  the  small  packets  of  Government 
seed.    An  amateur  gardener  in  Providence,       L.  piwluced  $50  worth  of 
vegetables  tmax  hla  lai^  env^pe  of  Government  seeds.    He  won  a  prize 
offered  by  the  local  BMsrchants'  associati<m  for  the  best  home  prardeu.  A 
couple  o£  irid-tiniers  in  Hamilton,  Ohio,  won  a  $50  prize  from  their  backyard 
garden,  the  superiority  of  which  they  attribute  to  Uncle  Sanfs  faultless  seed. 
Enthusiastic  indorsements  of  the  free  seed  lias  come  in  liundre<ls  of  letters 
from  Detroit  automobile  mechanics  and  cotton-mill  einvili^yees  of  the  South, 
as  much  seed  is  annually  distributed  among  the  working  forces  of  such  estab- 
lishments. ,  J   _x    .  -  , 
Approximatelv  30  diflferent  combinations  of  seed  have  been  WMMd  out  wmcii 
are  adapted  to  production  in  different  sectitma  of  the  country.   For  example, 
some  of  the  vegetables  which  wiU  flourifih  tn  Florida  witt  faU  in  Minnesota. 
The  superinteBdent  of  seed  distribution  studies  the  orders  of  each  Conjrress- 
man  and  makes  sure  that  combinations  of  seed  are  sent  out  which  are  pro- 
pitiouslv  adapted  to  cultivation  in  the  section  of  the  country  where  the  seed 
are  destined  for  distribution.    Naturally,  city  res:dents  can  not  plant  vege- 
table seed  unless  thev  have  back  yards.    However,  most  of  them  can  put  out 
windo\\-  boxes  seeded  with  ilower  seed.    Hence  there  is  a  special  P^^^^^y 
which  Con^rressmen  can  exchange  a  certain  proportion  of  their  veget^le  seed 
for  flower  seed  for  distribution  in  congested  city  sections. 

In  addition  to  being  te«ted  for  gemination,  aU  the  Government  seeds  are 
tested  for  tnieness  of  type  and  name  by  planting  some  of  them  in  the  gardens 
Of  Unde  Sam's  big  experimental  crop  farm  at  Arlington,  \a.    All  seed  that 
does  not  germinate  up  to  Federal  requirements  is  rejected,  whde  if  any  deal- 
ers provide  seed  which  is  not  true  to  name  they  are  blacklisted  and  boycotted 
so  far  as  iwteutial  national  purchases  are  concerneil.    .Tust  t(>  ilhistrate  that 
this  factor  is  one  of  crucial  importance,  it  is  worthy  of  mention  that  thwe  are 
more  than  l,fiOO  different  types  of  lettuce,  2,000  different  vari^^  of  radices, 
and  1.800  different  liinds  of  beans  grown  and  sold  comnaerdally  throughout 
the  United  States.   American  seedsmen  catalogue  this  number  of  varieties; 
and  although  Uncle  Sam  does  not  recognize  all  of  them  officially,  he  has  to 
know  them  and  their  aliases  in  order  to  determine  what  sections  of  the  conn- 
try  they  are  adapted  to.    It  is  especially  notable  that  during  the  last  score 
of  vears  during  which  Uncle  Sam  annually  has  distributed  from  100,000  to 
1 500,000'  pounds  of  seeds,  the  official  tests  of  the  Federal  free  seed  have 
averaged  over  89  per  cent— a  record  altogether  remarkable.   During  the  past 
20  vears  between  30,000  and  50,000  pounds  of  Government  ^«  *S 
circulated  among  the  public  each  year.   Opponents  of  the  ft;ee  seed  dtetrlbu^ 
measure  yearly  raised  a  great  hullabaloo  canceming  the  large  post-office 
d^cit  timt  results  from  the  fact  that  the  free  seed  is  sent  out  under  congres. 
sional  ftanks.  These  conlentloBS  are  wholly  unfounded.   Records  kept  b>  the 
SZJSnt  of  Agriculture  show  that  during  the  last  20  years  the  average 
Stof  handling  the  Government  seed  if  it  were  distributed  by  a  retail  seeds- 
would  ha?e  ranged  from  $55,000  to  $130,000  a  year,  with  the  average 
about  $110,000.    This  includes  the  true  cost  of  postage  on  the  basis  of  ^ 
actiml  weights  of  the  large  and  small  pacltages  of  seed.   This  would  at  best 
Se  but  Ismail  item  to  the  Post  Office  Department   Fnrtii^ore,  tt^ 
of  handling  the  seed  has  been  so  stdndardized  that  the  labors  of  the  Federal 

mail  service  are  reduced  to  a  minimum.  •  ^  .  i  ^.^i  ^„  n  ^n«ii-nrriAr 
The  Be§d  nackages  have  to  be  pr^red  and  circulated  on  a  rush-order, 
tm^vre^^e^^^  By  law  it  is^uired  that  no  seed  be  put  into  the 
maUs  before  December  1  and  that  the  distribution  of  seed  by  Congressmen 
be  completed  by  April  1.  The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  allowed  the  speoial 
privilege  of  sending  out  free  seed  up  to  April  15.  During  a  ^1^*^^;^  P^^'i^^L^ 
fiir  months-on  the  basis  of  current  activities-05  000,000  packets  of  seed 
placed  in  13.000,000  of  the  large  franked  envelopes  have  to  be  ^ti^ 
mails.  The  inception  and  perfection  of  mechanical  hands  to  expedite  ma 
work  have  been  of  immeasurable  importance.  ,   ,  ^ 

The  Post  Office  Department  keeps  from  5  lo  12  clerks  at  the  Government 
seed  warrfiouse  during  the  mailing  season  sorting  and  routin-  the  Government 
franksr-Se  substitute  postage  staw©»--into  tl^e.c^ffierent  towns  and  villages 
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over  the  Unitetl  States.  This  syst.-m  oliniinutes  nnicli  laborious  work  lu 
handling  the  nacka^es  of  seetls  in  tl.e  (.Hicial  post  offices.  For  example,  if 
«;en'nor  X  of  Georuia.  desires  to  send  I.OUO  larRe  packages  of  seed  to  PO««^l 
^ui.norters'of  his  in  rlie  town  of  Stark  the  franks  are  prepared  and  v  s6ed  by 
the  postal  clerks  at  the  seetl  warehouse.  Then  they  are  passed  on  to  the  large 
u.auila  envelopes,  which  in  turn  are  filled  with  the  desired  combination  of 
^eed  When  the  paclcages  are  flnaUy  counted  and  placed  m  the  mail  bap 
tUev  are  readv  to  go  directly  to  the  mail  train  which  ^Mll  convey  them  to 
tiieir  destination.  The  same  number  of  postal  clerks  can  handle  twenty  times 
as  many  packages  in  this  way  as  tliey  can  of  ordinary  unassorted  commercial 
Scl"v/s  An  ordinary  mail  pouch  will  hold  200  packaijes  of  Government 
seetl.  It  takes  f>3.0<t0  mail  ba^'s  to  (^arry  the  free-seed  supply  from  Washington 
to  tlie  localities  where  the  gardens  will  be  planted. 

(Jravitv  i^  harnessed  as  much  as  possible  in  aiding  the  big  job  of  packing 
the  ^eed4  ii'  pai^er  envel<«pes.   On  the  fourth  floor  of  the  seed  warehouse  there 
•  re  •»  ^ahunized  iron  liopi-ers,  each  holding  about  4  bushel^  of  seed.  These 
feed'^eed  to  as  manv  packets  and  seaUng  machines  on  the  floor  below.  Mr. 
Frank  Clark,  of  Waco,  Tex.,  the  contractor  in  charge  of  the  pack  ng.  sealing, 
and  deMvei-v  of  the  seetl  packages  during  the  current  y.Mir,  has  invented  a 
verv  inaenimis  sealing  machine,  which  has  vastly  aided  in  speeding  up  tlie 
work    Formerly  it  used  to  take  three  girls  who  worked  by  hand  all  day  to 
till  ainl  sea!        IB.OOO  .)f  the  small  packets.    Now  two  girls  working  with  a 
machine  can  till  and  seal  an  average  of  30,000  to  35,000  packages  In  a  similar 
.eriod     The  rec-.a-.l  ,laVs  work  has  been  48,200  packages  by  two  girls  who 
worked  at  top  speed  and  tilled  and  sealed  at  the  rate  of  over  100  mc^fses 
u  minute.   One  of  the  girls  sits  in  front  of  a  dMirery  tube  provided  with  a 
revolving  adjustable  cup  that  deposits  exactly  the  same  amount  of  seed  into 
each  package.  The  other  girl  feeds  the  packets  of  seed  (ranging  in  si/.e  trom 
8  to  1,200  to  the  pound)  into  the  gluing  and  sealing  machine.    This  machine 
consists  of  an  endless  belt  provided  with  a  series  of  cleats  spaced  to  lit  the 
different  sized  packets.    It  is  operated  by  electricity.    In  turn  the  packets  are 
slinneil  into  the  spaces  on  rlie  movin-  belt  and  carried  under  an  autoniatic 
device  con«  stincr  of  a  brass  wlieel  whch  applies  glue 'to  the  flaps  and  tiien 
urder  another  special  contrivance  which  folds  over  these  flaps  and  presses 
Them  tightlv  so  that  the  glue  adheres  and  seals  the  containers.   As  the  belt 
reaches  the  "end  of  the  machine  and  begins  its  downward  an  d  backward  lourney 
each  packet  in  turn  is  ddlvered  to  a  large  basket.    When  the  basket  is 
full,  an  attendant  replaces  it  with  an  empty  receptacle  and  dumps  tlifjilled 
container  through  a  chute  in  the  fl<^or  to  a  bin.   There  are  as  many  difterent 
chtites  and  bins  as  there  are  different  kinds  of  seed.        ,    ,        ,  ^ 
^Ito^-ether  there  are  64  of  thes.-  V-shaped  seed  bins,  which  are  large  enou^ 
to*=.cfommodate  -..Mn..,:oo  pacicPts  of  ..hmI.    The  14  vegetables  ■"^'^"ile  beans, 
corn  peas  watermelons,  cucumbers,  squash,  parsley,  lettuce,  onions,  raoiMies, 
turnips,  tom-.toes.  carrots,  and  beets.   About  80  different  combinations  of  these 
seeds  are  sent  out.   There  are  10  diflferent  kinds  of  flowea-  seed,  including 
nasturtiums,  sweet  peas,  petunias,  popples,  migonette,  a«ters,  cosmos,  and  the 
like 

On  the  second  floor  of  the  seed  warehouse  there  are  five  large  endless  belts, 
each  of  which  is  manned  by  a  crew  of  nine  girls.  Chutes  from  the  <=eod  bins 
above  distribute  the  different  kinds  of  seed,  respectively,  before  certain  of 
these  -iris  who  feed  the  small  pa<-kets  of  seed  into  the  large  envelops  which  are 
carried  alon-  Th(>  belt.  For  example,  the  combination  of  seed  may  consist  Of 
bean<^  corn  peos.  lioets.  and  lettuce.  The  franked  envelop  starts  from  the  tables 
where  girls'  paste  tbe  franks  onto  the  proper  envelops.  There  ;t  passes  on  belts 
to  th  •  next  post,  where  the  girl  puts  in  a  packet  of  corn.  The  next  j?irl  slips 
in  a  packet  of  peas,  the  next  one  beets,  and  so  on,  until  aU  five  of  the  required 
packets  of  seeds  are  placed  in  the  envelope.  Then  it  passes  before  anodier  girl 
who  inspects  the  package  to  see  that  it  contains  the  r-ght  kind  '^y'-'l'f ' 
seed  packets.  The  final  operator  runs  the  machine  that  glues  and  folds  the 
envelope  flap.  The  lar?e  packages  are  delivered  into  bask(^ts  which  are  dumped 
onto  tables  before  inspectors  who  count  and  check  the  packages  and  deposit  them 
into  the  mail  sacks.  whei>ce  they  go  direct  to  the  railroad.  „„«w« 

The  five  convevor  belts  handle  12.5,000  large  packages  or  ^5,000  small  packets 
of  «eed  dailv  The  day's  record  for  any  belt  is  36,000  packages  or  183,000  small 
packets  of  seed.  The  belt  operates  at  a  speed  which  carries  84  of  the  cleated 
spaces  for  the  enevelopes  before  each  girl  a  minute.  These  large  belts  travel 
a  combined  distance  of  2,555  miles  In  paek«tlBg  and  preparing  the  free  seed  for 
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distribution.  If  placed  end  to  end,*  the  65,000,000  packets  of  seed  distributed 
during  1922  would  cover  a  distance  of  3,551  miles,  or  about  one-seventli  of  the 
distance  around  the  world. 

And  that  is  the  story  behind  those  large  envelops  of  see^  which  come  to  us 

in  response  to  our  request. 

Mr.  AswKLL.  Which  one  of  these  gent'emen  do  you  want  us  to  hear  first? 

Mr.  Langley.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  suggest  that  if  any  member  of  the 
<H>mmittee  desires  to  ask  any  questions,  Prof^sor  Oakley,  who  is  one  of  the 
leading  officials  of  the  bureau,  is  present;  and  also  Mr.  Connor,  and  ilr.  .Jones, 
and  I  wish  you  would  interrogate  them  as  to  deta  ls.  They  are  all  experts, 
having  had  ripe  experi«Bce  in  the  bureau.  They  are  not  at  Lberty  to  make 
any  statonent  excegt  in  answer  to  questions. 

STATEMENT  OF  MR.  B.  A.  OAKLEY,  AGRONOMIST  IN  CHABGE  OP 
SEED  DISTRIBUTION,  UNITED  STATES  DEPABTMBHT  OP  A0BI- 
CULTUBE. 

Mr.  Jones.  Mr.  Oakley,  I  would  like  to  ask  you  how  the  Government  arranges 
for  these  seeds  and.  bow  they  test  them  out,  etc. 

Mr.  Oakley.  The  seeds  are  not  grown  for  the  Government  under  contract 
but  are  bought  on  the  open  market  from  the  best  stocks  of  standard  varieties. 

Mr.  .Tones.  They  are  bought  frrm  seed  producers  then,  are  they? 

Mr.  Oakley.  Yes,  sir;  from  seed  jiroducers,  and  large  dealers. 

Mr.  Jones.  Are  these  seeds  tested  for  use  throughout  the  country  in  such 
a  wav  as  to  determine  their  value  for  use  in  particular  sections,  or  are  thigr 
just  "grown  generally  and  used  in  the  different  sections  regai^less  of  their 
adaptability  to  that  particular  section.  . 

Mr.  OAKLrr.  You  probably  know  that  the  vegetable  and  flower  seed  industry 
is  pretty  well  localized.  Most  of  the  seed  is  grown  in  California,  although 
a  considerable  quantity  is  grown  in  the  Pacific  Norhwest  and  some  in  the  East. 

Mr.  ASWBIX.  Mr.  Jones's  point  is  whether  they  have  been  tested  as  to  the 
l)est  place  in  the  United  States  in  which  to  plant  them. 

Mr.  Oakley.  Yes;  they  are  all  standard  vaiieries  and  their  range  of  adapta- 
tion is  verv  well  known. 

Mr.  Jones.  As  r>octor  Aswell  sugcests,  what  I  am  driving  at  is  wheflier  you 
send  the  same  seed  to  Texas  and  Kansas,  fot  instance,  that  you  send  to  Maine 
and  Vermont  and  New  Han^shire.  ^ 

Mr.  Oakuct.  Not  the  same  kinds;  no,  sir.  We  have  the  coimtry  districted 
into  zones  and  different  varieties,  of  course,  are  s«it  to  the  different  zones. 

Mr.  Jones,  How  many  zones  have  you  V 

•Mr.  Oakley.  I  am  not  quite  sure,  but  I  think  there  are  five. 

Mr.  Jones.  And  you  send  out  the  seed  that  you  think  are  adapted  to  those 
isones?  ' 

Mr.  Oakley.  Yes,  sir.  ^  . 

Mr.  Jones.  Are  those  zones  the  full  width  of  the  country ;  that  is,  are  they 
divided  on  parallel  lines  north  and  south.  , 

Mr.  Oaktey.  I  can  show  you  a  map  here  ttiat  will  give  you  a  very  cear 

picture  of  the  zone.  ^      •  ^.    ^    i  «  ^ 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck.  Do  you  mean  that  in  sending  different  varieties  to  diflerent 

geographical  locations  that  you  send  a  different  carrot  seed  to  Texas  from  what 

you  would  send  to  Massachusetts  or  Maine. 

Mr.  Oakley.  No.  sir.  t  « 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck.  That  is  what  you  wanted  to  find  out,  was  it  not,  Mr.  Jones? 

Mr.  Jones.  Yes.  '  .         ,    .  ».    i  _ 

Mr  Ten  Eyck.  Does  the  Government  inspect  the  seeds  before  purclmsing 
out  in  the  fields  or  do  you  go  out  and  inspect  the  plants  while  they,  are  growing? 

Mr.  OAKurr.  No,  sir.  ^.    ^  , 

Mr  Ten  Btck.  You  know  that  there  are  now  some  of  the  farm  organiza- 
tions'that  are  sending  their  expert  representatives  into  the  West  to  inspect  th..' 
alfalfa  fields  and  they  w^ill  only  buy  alfalfa  that  is  grown  m  certain  localities 
of  the  country  the  seed  of  which  will  grow  best  in  the  particular  locality 
where  they  intend  to  plant  it.  Do  you  follow  that  plan? 

Mr  Oakley.  No ;  we  do  not  do  that  because  we  are  dealing  witti  an  enttrfly 
different  set  or  conditions  and  entirely  different  kinds  of  plant&  Alfalfa  has 
varieties  that  are  decidedly  limited  in  their  range  <rf  atoptetion. 

Mr  Ten  Btck.  Do  you  not  think  we  have  been  behind  in  the  selettion  of  all 
■classes  of  seeds  form  the  standpoint  of  iDepection  wMle  growing  and  in  givmg 
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due  consiileratioii  to  where  the  seed  is  giWu  iu  relation  to  the  locality  where 

***Mro  u<iEV  7lh".!k  d.at  point  can  well  be  taken  up,  and  tibere  a  bill  pre. 
sen  eil  1^  Ml-  rapi>.M-  covering  that  to  some  extent.  The  depajtnient  has  ex- 
,,i"s!e.l  Views  on  tLtt  questioS  at  various  times.  Thefe  ie  bo  doubt  but  what 
there  is  an  increasing  demand  for  certified  seeds. 

Mr  AswEsti.  You  do  not  send  velvet  beans,  for  example,  to  Maine,  do  you? 

Mr!  Oakuet.  No,  sir;  not  if  we  can  help  it.    That  is  just  the  po  nt. 

Mr.  Jones.  Exit  if  you  are  sending  radishes  or  carrots  or  some  vauet>  ot 
ike  that  which  ii  a  commonly  used  vegetable,  you  will  send  the  same  kind 
of  seed  of  that  character  to  every  part  of  the  United  States,  regardless  Of 
whether  it  is  the  variety  that  is  adaptable  to  that  country  or  not.   YOU  do  not 

Mr.  OM.^E¥.'\>sTbecause  the  standard  varieties  we  handle  are  equally  well 
adapted  so  far  as  radishes  are  concerned. 

Mr  JONES  With  a  great  many  seeds  and  with  a  great  many  plants  you  need 
a  different  variety  of  that  particular  seed  or  plant  for  one  section  of  the  country 
from  what  you  need  in  another.  ^    «    ,  4. 

Mr.  OAKiir.  Certainly,  but  that  is  not  so  of  the  radish.   It  is  not  refined  to 

that  extent. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck.  How  is  it  with  cabbage?  ™„,w^* 
.Mr  ()\K-i-KY.  We  do  not  distribute  cabbage  seed,  by  the  way.   The  market 
conditions  vevv  largely  deteriuiiie  the  vctrieties  that  are  useil. 
Mr  KiNCHELOK.  What  seeds  do  you  distribute? 

Mr  OAKLEY.  We  have  about  20  kinds,  indudng  peas,  beans,  corn,  beet, 
lettuce  raddish,  onion,  tomatoes,  carrot,  parsnip,  parsley,  turnip,  and  some- 
times small  lots  of  cucumber,  coUard,  squash,  and  endine.  ,     .  x, 

Mr.  KiNCHELOE.  And  you  send  certain  kinds  of  seed  to  certain  parts  of  the 
United  States  where,  in  your  judgment,  the  land  is  best  suited  for  such  seed. 

Mr  0\Ki.EY  That  is  the  point  exactly.  We  would  not  send  watermelon  seed, 
knowingly,  to  Maine,  for  example,  because  watermelons  are  not  adapted  to 

^^mT  Tones  Rut  there  are  certain  kinds  of  watermelons  that  will  grow  well 
in'my  countrv  and  others  that  will  not  produce  practically  at  all,  and  the  same 
thing  is  true 'with  referwice  to  tomatoes.      •  ^    „       ,  ^1 

Mr  Oakixx  So  fftr  as  we  distribute  watermelons,  vre  handle  only  the  xn- 
rietlee  that  are  generally  well  adapted  throughout  the  section  where  water- 
melons will  grow.  The  same  thing  is  true  of  tomatoes.  ^^  e  could  not  think 
of  distributing  all  the  innumerable  varieties,  but  we  take.  f(u-  example,  the  Stone 
tomato  which  is  a  sood  tomato  anywhere  where  tomatoes  will  grow. 

Mr  Jones  But  when  people  are  buying  seeds  in  a  particular  section  they 
will  buy  the  variety  of  watermelon  or  tomato  that  is  adapttMi  to  that  Immediate 
'section*  whereas  if  they  get  them  from  the  GoveAment  they  have  to  take  tile 
general  distribution  that  goes  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States.         ,   ,  . 

Mr  Oakijit.  I  think  there  is  a  good  deal  of  misinformation  and  a  good  deal  ot 
misunderstanding  with  regard  to  that.  The  seeds  that  are  put  out  by  the  big 
seed  houses  or  the  little  seed  houses,  if  you  please,  are  grown  to  a  A  ery  largn 
extent  in  the  same  fields  as  the  seeds  that  are  put  out  by  the  Department  of 

Agripnl  til  YQ 

Mr  Ten  Eyck.  Is  it  not  a  fact  now  that  the  people  are  being  fooled  on  that 
account,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  seed  growers  are  placing  the  wrong  kind  of 
seed  of  particular  varieties  in  different  localities.  I  am  not  against  issuing  seed 
by  the  Government  if  it  is  a  good  thing,  but  the  ({oestion  In  my  mind  is  whether 
or  not  the  Government  is  taking  proper  precautions  in  handling  the  seed  that 
thev  distribute  In  such  a  way  as  to  get  the  greatest  benefit  for  the  money  ex- 
pended. For  instance,  take  corn,  you  issue  one  kind  of  corn  to  Florida  and 
another  kind*  in  New  York. 

Mr.  Oakley.    Why,  generally  speaking,  yes. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck.  Generally  speaking,  but  I  mean  do  you  actually  do  that? 
Mr.  Oakley.  Yes. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck.  What  steps  do  you  take  to  do  that? 
Mr.  Oakley.  We  take  the  same  steps  that  e^'ery  seed  boxme  takes. 
Mr.  Ten  Eyck.  Well,  esqplain  that  to  us.  ,  ^ 

Mr.  Oabxet.  We  buy  sweet  com,  for  example,  from  the  sections  where 
sweet-corn  seed  is  produced,  principally  in  Nebraska  and  Iowa,  and  in  the  Corn 
Belt,  and  that  seed  is  distributed  throughout  the  sweet  c«rn-growing  area  or 
the  United  Stales,  as  is  done  bjr  seed  touaes. 
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is  absolutely  a  one-year  crop  when  raised  ui  a  btate  like  ^eW  lorK  or  auuwa 
chusetlsv  fiimiliar  w'th  the  alfftlfa-aeed  situation. 

Mv  T.N  Fvci   Im  l^it  m   a  S  to  relation  to  com  thai  certain  corn  takes 

RMNi  ifx  ffrown  in  the  North.  ^ 

"'llr'TEN  EYCK.  My  exper  ence.  which  has  been  all  my  life,  is  that  for  early 
corn  in  the  North,  we  grow  a  very  quick  maturing  com. 

Sr  ^^0^' yIS  ^tM  Kg'cUn  that  .vou  get  later  on  in  the 
Ji^n^u^ra  loSVrgfo'wing 'season  to  ripen  the  bigger  ears  for  which  we 

are  now  speaking  of  <.m  fbr  human  c«„^ 

""m?  KiNCHEiSi  'nSSlne  Mr.  Oakley  is  speakmg  altogether  of  corn  for 
"^"Mr^rSSS'l^liat  is  what  I  was  talking  about  when  I  spoke  of  the  Golden 
^T^^^TS^:^::^^ea.  that  are  dstributed  are  fer  human  needs 
anyway,  are  the.y  not? 
Mr  SmcSi^hey  are  not  phmted  for  commercial  crops. 
Mr.  Oakley.  Certainly  Hot.  „,f  ,ifn 

"■S?  jSlx'^rr^-...!  out  carrot  seed,  for  lustaaoe,  yo«  aeoi  the  «me 

kind  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States? 

sweet  corn  to  all  part  of  the  United  States. 

Mr-  Oakley.  Quite  r  ght. 

^j-  ^^,'s^?°w,"r'«'rrtS  :st'ar:;r.^'  f^^^ 

^V^L^Se^d^iS^LltlJlS^  ^e^  com  in  «eud:ng  out  sweet 

■^S/ oSSiTK  b"S?'%  t„o  r"int  that  It  is  necessary  f„r  as  to  deal 
^'™^-tZ?'are  J^nerJlly  ada,.tah,e  throa.|;«o.  ...e  >«mtry^ 

Jl^^S^  'A-'s.^'iL' sS%^..aSi:a  t!;'''.£to''r;^'-S.iot^  .„ 

tion;  it  is  Imposiiblet  ' 
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Mr.  Jones.  But  taking  lettuce,  for  instance,  there  will  be  one  variety  that 
will  grow  much  better  in  one  locality  tlian  any  other  variety,  and  over  In  an- 
other section  anoflier  variety  will  grow  better. 

Mr.  Oakley.  Yes;  that  is  a  matter  of  type  very  largely. 

Mr.  Jones.  Is  it  not  very  impracticable  to  do  niuch  good  in  distributina  the 
aame  kind  all  over  the  country? 

Mr.  Oakley.  No,  sir;  I  th.nk  you  misundei stand  the  whole  proposition 
What  I  am  trying  to  explain  is  that  there  are  varieties  of  lettuce  that  are  gen- 
erally well  adapted  thronghont  the  country.  Now,  we  confine  ont  distribution 

to  those  varieties. 

Mr.  JoxES.  I  understand  that  point,  but  taking  a  variety  that  Is  generaUy 
adapted  to  all  sections  of  the  country,  there  will  be  a  great  many  sections 
where  that  general  variety  will  not  be  as  good  as  some  special  variety  for 
that  particular  section;  is  not  that  true? 

Mr.  Oakley,  That  is  true  in  very  few  cases.  The  seedsmen  themselves  are 
hack  of  a  movement  to  reduce  the  number  of  varieties  rather  than  to  increase 

^•oJ:^^  realize  that  It  is  a  farce  to  try  to  convince  the  public  that  there 
are  2  200  varieties  of  lettuce.  All  are  grown  out  in  California  under  the  same 
conditions- 

Mr.  Jones.  Are  they  not  varieties  that  grow  very  much  better  in  a  dry 
climate  and  other  varieties  that  grow  much  better  in  a  damp  climate,  and 
other  varieties  that  grow  very  much  better  in  sandy  soil  and  others  in  a 
black  soil,  and  others  in  a  mixed  soil  and  others  that  grow  better  in  certain 
localities,  depending  on  the  altitude  and  the  climatic  conditions  generally? 
Do  not  an  those  things  affect  the  variety  of  lettuce  that  should  be  grown? 

Mr.  Oakxey.  Yes;  but  there  is  very  little  to  that. 

Mr.  Joiras.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Mr.  SmcLAiB.  Mr.  Oakley,  have  you  not  foimd  it  to  be  true  that  you  can 

grow  seeds  of  any  variety,  I  do  not  care  what  it  is,  in  this  locality  for  inr 
stance,  that  will  do  pretty  well  this  year  but  if  you  continue  to  grow  them  in 
tlie  same  locality  they  will  not  do  so  well  in  other  years,  whereas  If  you 
imported  the  seed  from  200  miles  away  brought  new^  seed  in  there  would 
be  a  decided  improvement  again. 

Mr.  Oaklet.  Yes;  that  is  very  generally  known.  Potatoes  are  a  good 
example  of  that  The  running  out  of  seed  is  a  well-kiii»wn  phcunmeuon  al- 
though not  entirely  understood;  but  it  ii;  well  known  that  that  happens. 

Mr.  Langlet.  If  the  ^tleman  will  pardon  me  for  interrupting,  it  is  also 
true  that  some  sections  of  the  country  are  dry  one  year  and  wet  the  next 

Mr.  Oakley.  Yes;  that  is  true. 

Mr.  AswELL.  Jlay  I  interrupt,  Mr,  Cliairman,  to  give  a  concrete  example. 
It  is  my  experience  that  the  best  vegetable  seeds  we  get  in  Louisiana  come 
from  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  I  want  to  give  a  concrete  example  of 
that.  Two  or  three  weeks  ago  I  had  a  letter  from  a  woman  who  wanted 
some  garden  seed  and  she  named  nine  different  things  that  she  wanted.  Of 
course,  I  could  not  select  them  but  I  i^nt  her  six  packages,  which  is  the 
quantity  I  send  all  my  people  when  they  write  and  ask  for  th^  She  xe^ 
plied  thanking  me,  and  said,  I  asked  for  nine  and  jm  wmt  me  el^t»  and 
I  am  satisfied.  You  came  within  one  of  what  I  aafeaed  for  and  needed  in 
my  particular  section". 

I  think  that  is  a  pretty  strong  indorsement  of  the  selection  of  seed  sent  out, 
and  I  find  that  the  people  in  my  district  look  forward  to  these  seeds  with  more 
interest  than  any  other  thing  in  Washington.  I  send  them  out  on  request. 
When  a  man  or  woman  writes  for  a  package  of  seed  I  send  h'm  or  her  six 
packages  of  seed,  a  yearbook,  if  .  I  can  get  one,  and  a  book  on  the  diseases  of 
the  horse,  if  I  have  one,  and  a  lot  of  bulletins;  and  I  find  that  this  is  the 
most  interesting  thing  in  my  district  and  the  most  valuable  and  only  th'jag 
they  get  from  Washington  that  is  worth  while. 

Mr.  KixcHELOE.  Let  me  ask  you  this  question :  There  is  an  impress'on  pre- 
vailhig.  I  do  not  know  liow  general  it  is  throughout  the  country,  and  I  do  not 
know  wliy  it  exists,  whether  it  is  due  to  propaganda  or  otherwise,  but  there 
is  an  impression  that  a  great  deal  of  the  seed  whicli  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture sends  out  is  of  no  account  and  will  not  produce  an^^thing. 

Mr.  AswEu^  That  is  not  true. 

Mr.  KiNCHfii^K.  Do  you  have  any  complaints  to  that  effect  that  amount  to 
anything? 

:Mr.  Oakley.  No,  sir;  no  bona  flde  cc»nplaints  by  persons  who  have  ae- 
tually  tested  it,  and  we  get  thousands  of  letters  of  commendation  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  seed. 
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ilr.  KiNCHELOE.  I  agree  with  Dr.  Aswell,  so  far  as  my  district  is  concerned, 
because  everybody  I  come  in  contact  with  states  that  the  seeds  sent  out  by 
Agricultural  Department  are  better  than  any  others  they  can  get. 

Mr.  AswErx.  p]verybo  ]y  who  writes  me  al)out  the  seetls  mentions  the  success 
tliey  had  the  previous  year,  and  I  would  like  to  give  you  an  example  about 
that  bunk  that  they  are  of  no  account.  Two  years  ago  I  had  a  letter  from  a 
prominent  farmer  saying  just  what  you  have  stated,  tliat  they  were  of  no 
account.  He  was  a  frirad  of  mine  who  I  knew  quite  well  and  I  smt  him  10 
packages  of  seed  and  told  him  that  I  did  not  know  about  the  seeds  and  that 
I  wanted  hiril  to  take  these  10  packages  and  make  an  honest  expwiment  and 
see  whether  they  were  of  any  account  or  not.  He  wrote  me  at  the  end  of  the 
year  the  most  tlattering  and  complimentary  letter,  and  I  sent  it  over  to  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

Mr.  Jones.  Mr.  Oakley,  may  I  ask  you  this  question:  Have  you  a  list  of  the 
different  companies  from  whom  the  department  bouglit  seeds  this  past  tiscuL 
year  and  the  amounts  bought  from  each  one? 

Mr,  Oakley.  Yes;  I  tliink  that  information  is  available.  It  is  usually  put 
up  in  documentary  form. 

Mr.  Ten  Btok.  And  also  give  the  spedflj^ations  nndeir  which  the  seeds  were 
purchased. 

UwiTKD  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Bureau  of  Plant  Industry, 
Washingt<yii,  D.  C,  June  23,  192. L 

Gentlemen:  Please  iinote  the  department  on  furnishing  (1)  for  immediate 
delivery  out  of  stocks  on  hand  or  (2)  for  fall  delivei-y  of  growin.ir  stocks,  iiosi- 
tive  delivery,  standard  varieties  of  the  seeds  listed  below,  in  quantities  approxi- 
mately as  follows: 


vijowb  seed. 

Pounds. 

Aster   200 

Antirrhinum   200 

Balsam,  Camelia  flowering   400 

Calendula   800 

Candytuft,  large  flowering   60O 

CliiysanUimum,  annual  mixed-  dOO 

Coreopsis  -  400 

Cosmos,  early  flowering.  .  600 

Delphinium,  annual  ^  200 

Dianthus.  single  mixed   300 

Dianthus.  double  mixed   300 

Eschsclioltzia   600 

Mignonette,  large  flower   800 

Nasturtium,  dwarf  mixed  1, 50(^ 

Nasturtium,  tall  mixed.^  1, 600 

Petunia,  single  bedding  variety—  200 

Pow>y,  peony  flowering   400 

Poppy,  Shirley   400 

Portulaea   200 

Sweet  alyssum  200 

Sweet  peas,  choice  mixed  3,  000 

Zinnia,  choice  mixed   600 

The  following  conditions  must  l)e  strictly  complied  with,  the  department 
i?eserving  the  right  to  reject  all  bids  where  these  conditions  are  not  met : 

(1)  Bids  should  he  made  for  deflnite  quantities  of  standard  rarities,  but 
need  not  be  limited  to  the  exact  quantities  listed  herein,  as  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  increase  certain  items  and  decrease  others. 

(2)  Offers  will  be  considered  of  any  standard  kind  or  vari^  In  quantities 
of  ndt  less  than  5,000  pounds  of  beans,  com,  or  peas;  500  pounds  of  otter 
ratable  seeds;  and  50  pounds  of  flower  seeds. 

(3)  The  locality  where  grown  and  the  year  wbm  grown  must  be  stated. 

(4)  Definitely  state  the  point  of  shipment. 

(5)  Seeds  for  immediate  delivery  must  be  the  property  of  and  in  actual 
possession  of  the  bidder.  Seeds  for  fall  delivery  must  be  grown  by  the  bidder 
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Pounds. 

Corn,  sweet  *  r   60,  000 

Beans,  dwarf  (hand-picked)—  60,000 

Beans,  pole  (hand-picked)   30,000 

Peas  (hand-picked)   60,000 

Beet   50, 000 

Carrot   20, 000 

Collards   2,000 

Cucumber^.-  10, 000 

Endive..^   5,000 

Kale  2,000 

Lettuce   40,000 

Muskmelon   5, 000 

Okra   3,  000 

Onion   30,  000 

Parsley   2, 000 

Parsnip  (1922  crop)  - 10,000 

Radish   50. 000 

Squash,  summer   o.  000 

Tomato   8.  000 

Turnip   8,000 

Watermelon   3,000 


^  Stal^  whetber  hand-picked  or  milled. 


12 


WaXE  SEEDS 


or  luider  contract  for  him.    No  transactions  will  be  conducted  except 

directly  with  the  tirm  or  individual  from  wliom  the  purchase  is  made. 

(6)  Settlement  is  made  on  the  basis  of  net  weghts  as  received  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

(7)  All  bags  to  be  returned  to  shipper  by  prepaid  freight. 

(8)  The  d^rtm^t  reserves  the  ri^it  to  reject  any  seed  which  m  deliver}- 
is  not  of  satisfactory  viability,  parity^  and  appearance. 

(9)  Where  seeds  shipped  to  Washi^on  are  rejected  by  the  department,  tiie 

freight  and  drayage  charges  on  such  rejected  seedQ  for  boUi  the  incoming  and 
return  shipment  are  to  be  paid  by  the  shipper.  • 

(10)  The  quality  and  trueness  to  type  of  seeds  furnished  to  the  department, 
as  determined  by  the  outdoor  and  greenhouse  tests  conducled  on  the  trial 
grounds  in  W  ashingtou,  will  have  an  important  bearing  ou  future  orders  placed 
by  the  department. 

(11)  Representative  sample  of  each  stock  bid  on  should  be  sent  under  sepa- 
rate cover  at  the  time  of  making  the  quotattons.  Samples  should  be  not  less 
than  4  ounces  for  beansy  com,  and  peas;  1  omiee  for  other  vegetable  seeds; 
and  i  ounce  of  flower  seeds.  They  should  be  plainly  addressed  to  B.  A. 
Oalvley,  Temporary  Building  F,  Office  of  Seed  Distribution,  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.  Samples  of  stocks  not  purchased  will  be  re- 
turned it*  requested  at  time  of  bidding, 

(12)  No  special  form  of  bid  is  required,  and  l)lank  foi-ms  are  not  furnished 
by  the  department.  It  is  requested  that  your  bid  he  submitted  in  the  form  of 
a  letter,  referr  ng  b^'  date  to  this  inquiry,  and  stating  clearly  the  conditions 
under  which  the  offer  is  made.  It  is  suggested  that  the  following  headings  be 
used  in  listing  the  various  stocks  offered : 

Quantity.   Kind.   Variety.   Price.   Year.   Locality,   F.  O.  B.  Pt 

(13)  In  mail'nu-  your  quotations,  kindly  use  the  inclosed  envelope,  which 
states  the  date  and  hour  of  oi>ening  the  bids. 

(14)  Quotations  should  reach  the  dei)artment  on  or  before  2  p.  m..  Tuesday, 
August  1,  1922.  Upon  this  date  all  bids  will  be  opened  by  the  department 
board  of  awards,  and  members  of  the  seed  trade  are  cordially  invitetl  to  be 
present,  eitlier  in  person  or  by  r^resentatives.  The  prices  ou  the  various 
items  will  be  read  aloud  by  the  chairman  of  the  board,  but  the  quantities 
quoted  upon,  and  other  information  submitteil  by  t*e  bidders,  will  be  treated 
as  confldenrial  matter.  After  the  awards  have  been  made,  orders  will  be 
placed  with  the  successful  bidders  by  telegram,  which  will  ])e  followed  by  a 
letter  statinu:  the  couditions  umler  which  the  order  is  placed,  also  giving  the 
reasons  why  any  other  items  quoted  on  were  not  accepted  by  the  department. 

All  unsuccessful  luddcrs  will  be  advised  l)y  letter  why  their  bids  on  each 
item  were  not  accepted,  from  whom  these  items  were  purchased,  and  the 
prices  paid. 

The  departmmit  reserves  the  right  to  reject  all  Uds  in  whole  or  in  part. 
Very  truly  yours, 

R.  A.  Oakley, 
^  AffrmemUt  in  Charge. 

Mr.  Jones.  Yes. 

Mr.  Langley.  May  I  interrupt  a  moment,  Mr.  Chairman? 

The  rHATKMAx.  Just  a  moment.  In  that  connection,  let  us  have  the  number 
of  packages  and  the  cost  per  package. 

^Ir.  Oaklky.  This  list  gives  the  name  of  the  dealer  and  the  i)i:ice  per  pound 
and  the  number  of  pounds. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  the  cost  of  the  five  little  packages  that  you  sent  out? 

Mr.  Oakley,  About  3i  cents.  • 

The  Ghairicak.  If  you  hare  1^  exact  figures,  I  wish  you  would  incorporate 
tfarai  in  your  remarks. 

Mr.  Oaklei:,  Yes,  sir. 

The  CHAiniiAx.  And  also  indicate  the  2M»es  and  not  simply  by  name. 

Mr.  Oakley.  By  States? 

The  CHAiinrAN.  Yes;  by  States  or  indicate  along  some  lines  so  that  we  can 
all  understand. 
Mr.  Oakley.  Yes,  sir. 
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niVXMOiV  OF  SXATKS  INTO  FIVE  SECTIONS. 
[Different  combinations  made  f<Mr  each  section.] 

Section  1:  Alabama,  Arkansas.  Florida,  Georgia,  Hawaii,  Kentucky.  Lou- 
isiana, Mississippi,  North  CaroUaia,  Oklahoma,  Pbilippines,  Porto  Rico,  Soutlx 
Oarolina  'J?ennessee,  Tf^xas. 

Section  2 :  Arizona,  Calitornia,  Colorado,  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  Utah. 

Section  3:  Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Maryland,  Missouri, 
Nebraska,  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  West  Virginia. 

Section  4:  Connecticut,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  New 
Hampshire,  New  York,  North  Dakota,  Bhode  Iskmd,  South  IKakota,  Vermont, 

Wisconsin.  ^  ™-         ^  • 

Section  5:  Alaska  (special),  Idaho,  Montana,  Oregon,  Washington,  Wyoming, 
The  Chaibman.  You  buy  the  seeds  from  tte  same  grower*  that  the  seed 

houses  buy  from?  •  . 

Mr.  Oakley.  Exactly  so.  .    '  . 

The  Chairman.  And  in  tlie  same  locaUties? 

Mr.  Oakley.  Yes,  sir.  '  .      ^  Ix. 

•  The  Chairman.  And  seeds  are  es»£^&S  the  same  as  those  sent  out  by  the 

comniercial  houses?  ,     «  ^    ^    *      ,      '  itt 

Mr  0\KLEY.  Thev  are  the  best  commercial  seeds  of  standard  varieties.  We 

put  them  through  a  germhaatlon  test  before  they  go  outi  and  they  must  also 

be  up  to  a  high  grade  of  appearance  and  purity. 
The  Ghaisman*  And  they  are  not  sent  out  unless  they  are  adaptable  to  aU 

zones? 

Mr.  Oaki£Y.  Yes;  absolutely.  ^  . 

Mr.  VoiGT.  What  is  the  cost  to  the  Government  of  the  20,000  packages 
allotted  to  each  Member. 
^  Mr.  Oakley.  Of  the  seed  itself? 

Mr.  VoiGT.  Yes ;  approximately.  ^    ^  iwwv 

Mr.  Oakmy.  I  think  Mr,  Connor  has  that  Each  quota  Is  about  f  yiOO. 

Mr.  KxNCHEU>£.  Do  you  mean  that  is  the  cost  of  the  seed. 

Mr.  Oakxey.  No;  I  am  mistake  about  that.   About  $750. 

The  Chaibman.  Do  you  mean  the  cost  of  the  seed  itself? 

Mr.  Oakley.  That  is  the  cost  of  the  seed  put  up  in  packages  and  put  iu  the 

hands  of  tlie  Member. 

The  Chairman.  That  includes  tlie  overhead  eharj^es  and  everything.^ 
Mr,  Oakley.  Yes;  the  assembling,  packing,  and  mailing. 
Mr.  Ktncheix)e.  That  is  the  total  cost? 
Mr.  Oakley.  That  is  the  total  cost. 

The  Chaibman.  Does  that  include  postage?   Of  course,  th^  are  fraxi^ 
out,  but  what  would  the  postal  amount  to? 
Mr.  Oakxky.  Eight  cents  a  pound,  accordimg  to  the  regular  postal  rates. 
The  Chairman.  Eight  cents  per  what 3 

Mr.  Oakley.  Per  pound. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  is  there  in  each  package? 

Mr.  Oakley.  In  all  the  weight  is  something  over  1.000,000  ix)uuds. 

The  Chairman.  I  mean  iu  each  one  of  these  packages  containing  five  small 

packages  of  seed. 

Mr.  Oakley.  That  varies  with  the  particular  combtnatiOBu    It  Is  inapos- 
sible  to  make  a  definite  statement  about  tliait. 
The  Chaibman.  Approximate  it. 

Mr.  Oakz^.  I  would  have  to  get  those  figures  for  you. 

The  Chairman.  I  have  asked  the  question  because  it  has  been  stated  that 
the  postage  would  amount  to  uullions  of  dollars.  Now,  let  us  liuve  the  exact 
figures  so  we  may  know  whether  that  is  true  or  not. 

Mr.  Oakley.  At  the  regular  postal  rates  

The  Chairman    (interposing).  You  must  have  the  weight  in  order  to 

ascertain  the  cost, 

Mr.  Oakmty.  We  hav«  the  weight  of  the  total  distribution  but  not  of  each 

individual  package,  - 
The  Cisaisman.  What  is  the  approximate  weight  of  each  pacicage  sent  out? 
Mr.  Qsmm*  We  can  get  tlwt  tafetmation  for       xery  easUy,  and  I  wUl  do 

that. 

(The  averag:e  weijrht  of  each  packajce  is.  approx  mately.  1§  o\:n  es.)  • 
Mr.  KiNCHEXOEU  Do  you  mean  that  the  average  postage  would  he  8  cents  a 
pound? 
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wuuui  ^^'^  Po«t  Office  Department 

'  *"'.!^!?  «»       «Mt  Information  fi,i-  v,.u.   TUe  total  coat  i» 
$106,000,  ami  we  can  divide  that  by  the  number  of  iMcka'f, " 

paSa^e)"'  ""'"^  "  approximately  1  thri-fourths  of  a  ceut  a 

Mr.  AswEix.  Certainly  not.    It  will  not  save  a  penny 

Mr.  LANGU^  Therefore,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  not  a  material  matter 

Of  tt^i^ce.""'"  "^^^  a^LT  wi^iiy  part 

Mr  K??';^  ^^5  governmental  activity. 

Ml.  liKNux.  Has  the  department  made. any  calculation  to  deternline  thp 

""^^m-yl  ^^"'"'^""^^  '^^^  ^  >»ake  to  the  £SerI?  ^'Zpiy  a? 
of^lLt^^t'  ^  ^  i^t^oduced  an  estimat*  in  the  record 

Mr.  JoNEa  Do  you  know  whether  that  estimate  is  correct  or  whether  it  i« 
jnst  somebody's  guess?  Do  you  know  what  it  is  based  unon  ^       wnether  it  .is 

th^i^'Jit^^-  «»e  writer  of  that  statement  has  jri^en  vou  ba.ic  data 

that  would  enable  you  to  make  an  es.timate  just  as  well  as  I  could  make  one 
Mr.  Jones.  Do  you  indorse  his  conclusions?  Have  you  read  the  article^ 

«;r^irsutfidinur  '^'^^^^  ^ 

Mr  Jones.  Kow.  %vltli  reference  to  tlie  question  we  had  np  a  while  aco  wh«t 

Government  require  with  reference  to  tSm^s^ 
and  chMtmg  over  them  to  see  that  the  companies  furnish  (he  pTomTsSS, 

to      ^d^'M^rt  f'^i "p>«-"-:  «SJtion. 

Mr.  ?^SrbrSy*?JLTh^'a?       «  "-'^  ^P^arance. 

IVfr.  ( )AKLEY.  Yes ;  in  bulk. 

Mr.  Jones.  And  you  package  them?  .  . 

Mr.  Oakley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Jones.  Do  you  test  them  before  you  package  them? 
Mr.  Oakley.  Absolutely;  yes.  ^     v«     b  "icmx 

menfio'SS^^Z' JiSLr^.^^'''^  ^^-P"*  J  '^"^'  ^'e'^arks  a  state- 

Sht  fr^m  companies  you  bou^:ht  from  and  the  amount  you 

it  i^nc^■s^?pSi/?o^^s  totx^ 

Mr.  Jones.  But  you  can  give  the  location  of  the  company? 

;  \  ll^'''-  ^^'^  ^''i"  -^^''^  location  of  the  company.  Those  data  you  will 
lind  for  other  years  in  congressional  documents.    They  are  not  alwavs  called 

published,  but  I  do  not  know  for  how  many  years  there  are  available  reiSrts 

^?^.-??^  y**"        P'^*  ^  ^^'ith  your  remarks  the  names  of  th^  com- 
Spanyf  each  company,  and  the  location  of  each 

Mr,  Oaklft.  Yes,  sir. 
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Vegetable  and  flower  Med  purehtued  for  the  eon^e$»kmai  teed  Ji»tr»utUm, 
.im-W-Tom  miumni  pm«d  osoft  firm,  Mo^  imr  i92S. 


v^uaiiLiiy. 

Cost. 



tao7 

$42aoo 

Jbnerlean  Seed  it  Seed  Ttope  Co.,  Mewwkr  N.  J. : 

1,700 

.24 

40S.00 

1,600 

.22 

MBA  JMk 

35Z0O 

65 

.75 

48. 75 

.75 

■ 

37.50 

• — 

Q4£t  OK 

i54o. 

.20 

Bertrand  Seed  Co.,  San  Francisco^  Calif.: 

1,000 

.30 

200lOO 

111,431 

.049 

5,460.11 

O,  utSO.  11 

41.31 

5,6]8L80 

Jfihn  Bodger  &  Sons  Co.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.: 

1,014 

,50 

507.00 

046 

1  30 

1,229.80 

J..  UIO 

50 

839.00 

3,284 

.16 

525.44 

35 

349.30 

59 

2,75 

162.25 

422 

1.00 

422.  oe 

584 

.75 

438.00 

115 

1.00 

115.00 

1, 164 

2.00 

2,328.00 

£>i*S7 

2.50 

2, 097. 50 

226 

1.00 

226.00 

724 

1.20 

Art  A 

868.80 

50 
400 

1.30 
.70 

65.00 
28a  00 

10,453.09 

12,000 

.30 

3,600.00 

1,.050 

.27 

283.50 

CaHfotnia  Seed  Growm'  AaBoelation,  San  Jose,  CaUf.: 

2,000 

•  .25 

500.00 

26,005 

,35 

9, 101. 75 

9, 601.75 

69. 60 

9, 532. 15 

S.  B.  Olaric  Seed  Co.,  lOttord,  Ceim.: 

7,500 

.06 

450.00 

12,000 

.07 

840.00 

1,290.00 

31.58 

1,258.42 

F.  w.  J!«t)er]e.  Aflnny,  N»  T.: 

24,000 

.25 

6,000.00 

1,000 

.25 

250.00 

6^  25a  00 

€.  He^MTt  Coy  Seed  Ca,  Vall^,  Nefar.: 

apBah....  

112,400 

.20-22 

2,300.00 

400 

.20 

80.00 

^moo 

,Ford  Seed  Co.,  BaTenoai  Ohio: 

550 

.12 

66.00 

1,700 

.15 

255:00 

321,00 

313.^ 
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Veffetable  and  fiower  seed  purchased  for  the  iumgrttssional  seed  -disttibuPhm. 
19m-2&—ToUa  tmtmia  patd  ieaeh  fUrm,  ftseal  veinr  im-'-Ctontlnued. 


• 

Quantity. 

Price . 

Cost. 

Alex.  Forbes  &  Co.,  Newark.  N.  J.: 

1,500 
606 

10.16 
.12 

1240.00 
TSLOO 

Total  

812.90 

Golden  State^eed  Co.,  Coyote,  Calif.: 

4, 116 

.31 
.16 



1,275.96 
482.56 

1,758L52 

840 

2,614 

5,000 

.20 
.151 

.M} 

.18 

168^ 
40S.17 

'  '  ' 

*       ^       T*^__  ^                '                 w.  •     ^«  '«                  '  ■* 

S.  M.  Isbell  &  Co.,  JacksoQ,  Miss.: 

225.00 
180.00 

405.00 

T-^  .  ^                               1              1  ^ 

5,200 
50 

too 

250 
600 
00 
200 
600 
200 
200 
600 

.18r.22 

.2.50 
.50 
.75 
.60 

1.00 

1.10 
.60 

1.00 
.95 

1.95 

996.00 

Johansen-Winslow  Co.,  £.  Moato,  Calif.: 

125.00 
SOlOO 
187.50 
360.00 
50^00 
220.00 
360.00 
200.00 
190.00 
1,170.00 

Candytuft  

Cosmos  

Delphinium  

Zinnia  

2,912.50 

Kimberlin  Seed  Cof.,  Son  Joae^Cattt:  ' 

Radish  

4,828 
3,000 

.20 
.19 

965.60 
570.00 

Sweet  Peas  

• 

Total  ^  

■  1,535.60 
16.11 

1, 519.49 

1,938 

A  814 
1,500 
5,000 

.99 

.061 

.09 

.30 

753.87 

• 

Geo.  R.  Pednck  &  Son,  Pedricktown,  N.  J.: 

392.44 

'  135.00 
1,500.00 

Okra  

Total  .....  . 

2,027.44 
14. 37 

Less  adjustments  

2,013. 07 

17,020 

1  to,  UUU 

80,000 
10,000 
5,000 
5,000 
12,000 

.3&-.39 

.  uo— .  uo 
.05.i 

.m 

.23' 

.18 

.18 

5,607.00 

Jierame  B.  Rice  Seed  Co.,  Cambridge,  N.  Y.: 

n  OCR  iM 
^,  zoo.  <B 

4,400.00 
950.00 

1,150.00 
900.00 

2, 160.00 

Beet  

Radish  

Total  

18,845.83 
22. 15 

Less  adjustments  

Total  

18,823.68 

Waldo  Kohnert,  GJlicar,  Calif.: 

7,202 
4,078 
4,089 
1,626 
5,023 

.30 

.22i 

.30 

.22i 

.24 

2, 160. 60 
917.55 

1,226.70 
365.85 

1,205. 52 

Endive  

Total   . 

5,876. 22 

1 
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FREE  SEEDS. 


Veffetable  and  flotver  seed  pvrchased  for  the  congressional  seed  distrihutioth 
1922-23 — Total  amount  paid  each  firm,  fiscal  year  1923 — Continued. 


Qoantity. 

Price. 

Cost. 

2,000 

606 

200 
140 

10.141 

.55 

1.00 
1.25 

S200.00 

iioutzaim  s  Co.,  Arroyo  Grande,  Calif.: 

333.30 

200.00 
175.00 

n%    J.    ■  # 

708.30 

Seattle  Seed  Co.,  Seatfle,  Wash.: 

6,000 
700 

.24 

1.440.00 

.  15          ia5.  00 

fry  ^  J    1  * 

1  

1,545.00 
43. 18 

  -1 .    ,  . 

1,501.82 

jiM^  -  •  /V  _     *  jH '        M                         _a   _  _           a#'A     a    *  ^  _ 

1,715 

4,937 
1,050 
45,000 
19.  249 
20,000 
2,500 

.30-.35 

.30 

.25 
.28-.  32 

.18 
.  22-.  24 
.  22-  22 J 

564.50 

Standard  Seed  Farms  Co.,  Stockton,  Calif.: 

1,481.10 

262.  .50 
13. 320.  00 
.3,464.  S2 
7, 600.00 
782.  50 

Carrot  

26.910. 92 

Robert  C.  Stubl^,  Chicago,  lU.: 

Aster  

200 
422 
410 
200 
100 
600 
50 

.95 
.25 
.55 

.35 

.45 
1.25 

190.  Of) 
10.5.  50 
225.50 
70.00 

4o.  UU 

270.00 
62.50 

Candytuft,  white  

Zioiua..           ....               .  . 

Total  

968.50 
6.09 

Total  !  

962.41 

Vaughan's  Seed  Store,  Chicago,  III.,  mignonette  

200 
9,  245 
01,500 

7,  .532 
3, 280 

.35 
.25 
.0^.04 

.22 
.14 

70.00 
2,311.25 
1,915.00 

Wm.  A.  Ward  Seed  Co.,  Sacramento,  CaUf.,  onion  

Woodruff  Seed  Co.,  Seattle,  Waah.: 

1, 657. 04 
459.20 

Turnip  J  

Total.....  

2,116.24 
231. 97 

Less  adjustments  

Total  ,  ,  

1,884.27 

r 

8.  D.  Woodnilf  4c  Sons,  Oruoge,  Coon.: 

30,743 
4»8 
8,925 

.15 
.14 
.07 

4,611.45 
65.52 
624.75 

Radish  

Total  

5,301. 72 

Wood,  Stubbs  &  Co.,  LouisviUe,  Ky.: 
-  Collaid  

'  900 
1»ODO 

.17 

153.00 
200.00 

Total   ... 

353.60 
1&58 

Tiata]  ,  

334.^ 

SUMMARY. 

^^fdlable  seeds.....:  $109,435,57 

Mowfeeds.  *  ,   16. 101.90 


Total  

V|GnOABY27,  1923. 


125,537.47 
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Mr.  K1NCHEI.0E.  Let  me  ask  you  a  questioir  relative  to  this  article  that 
appeare^l  in  the  Scientific  American,  u  copy  of  which  Mr.  Langley  is  putting 
iu  this  hearing.  That  was  written  by  a  man  by  the  name  of  Dacey. 

Mr.  Oakjley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  KiNCHELosL  How  long  was  he  in  your  department? 
Mr.  Oakuct.  I  could  not  tell  you  that,  Mr.  Kbidiidhoe. 
Mr.  KiNOHKXMC  He  was  there  some  time,  was  be  not? 
Mr.  Oakuct.  Yes ;  he  was  there  some  time. 

Mr.  KiNCHSUN^  He  was  there  long  enough  to  know  the  workings  of  the 

department. 

Mr.  Oakley.  I  should  say  offhand  he  was  there  three  years. 

Mr.  KiNCHELOE.  And  he  had  intimate  knowledge  of  this  mutter? 

Mr.  Oakley.  He  had. 

Mr.  Jones.  Wliat  is  his  business  now? 

Mr.  Oaklet.  He  is  a  writer. 

Mr.  KiNCHKLOE.  He  voluntarily  quit  the  D^rtment  of  Agri^lture  and  went 
out  Into  private  life? 

Mr.  OAKinr.  Yes.  I  think  he  is  what  you  might  call  a  free  lanee  in  news* 
paper  work. 

Mr.  KiNCHELOE.  But  you  say  he  was  in  this  particului:  d^iartmtmt  at,  least 
three  years  and  had  intimate  knowledge  

Mr.  Oakley  (interposing).  I  should  say  he  was  in  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture for  three  years.  I  could  not  say  ofEhand,  but  that  is  easily 
ascertainable. 

Mr.  KiNCHELOE.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  department? 
Mr.  Oakust.  Nearly  20  years. 

Mr.  EJEKOHEE.0B.  Then  you  have  woxl^  under  many  Secretartes  of  Agid- 
culture. 

Mr.  Oaki-ey.  Yes;  four. 

Mr.  KiNCHELOE.  From  your  experience  there  after  20  years  of  service  under 
various  Secretaries  of  Agriculture,  of  both  political  parties,  has  there  been  any 
difference  of  opinion  so  far  as  you  know  among  those  who  have  had  an  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  this  subject  from  the  Secretaries  of  Agriculture  all  the 
way  down,  as  to  whether  or  not  this  was  a  success? 

Mr.  Oaklet.  I  am  hardly  prepared  to  answer  that  question,  Mr.  Kincheloe. 

Mr.  Aswiax.  What  about  your  particular  d^rtment?  What  do  you  and 
Mr.  Jones  think  about  it? 

Mr.  Oakley.  I  could  not  answer  that  question  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  just 
fair  to  put  that  aii^^tion  to  me,  4f  you  will  pardon  me.  Mr.  Langley  will  explam 
the  situation. 

Mr.  Kincheloe.  Yes;  I  can  see  that  that  perhaps  would  not  be  fair. 

Mr.  Oakley.  You  understand  that  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  has  not  asked 
for  an  appropriation  for  this  item.  Now,  I  am  not  here  to  represent  the  Sec- 
retary in  a  matter  of  views  as  to  the  value  of  the  seed  distributioi^ 

Mr.  Kincheloe.  I  can  also  see  that  there  is  probably  the  club  of  the  Budget 
hanging  over  tbem. 

Mr.  OAKtKY.  If  I  can  get  you  any  information  on  the  matter  that  you  would 
like  to  have  about  the  distribution  of  these  seed^  I  wiU,  of  course,  be  very  islad 
to  do  that. 

Mr.  AswELL,  They  have  the  club  of  the  Budget  over  them. 

Mr.  Kincheloe.  And  I  imagine  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  in  about  as 
helpless  a  situation  as  to  that  matter  as  you  were  in  about  the  question  I 
asked  you. 

Mr.  Oakley.  I  have  no  knowledge  on  that  subject,  of  course. 

Mr.  Langley.  I  Would  like  to  suggest  with  regard  to  the  purity  of  these  seeds 
that  I  own  a  smaU  farm  adj^ing  PiteTille,  Ky.,  my  home  town,  and  I  have 
used  a  nominal  amount  of  these  seeds  for  a  good  many  years,  and  never  in  a 
single  instance  have  every  variety  that  I  have  planted  failed  to  come  up.  Some- 
times I  did  not  perhaps  carry  out  my  full  duty  as  a  farmer  and  hoe  them  or 
cultivate  them  as  much  as  I  should,  but  they  always  came  up. 

If  the  committee  can  spare  another  minute  of  two,  Mr.  Oliver  F.  Jones  is 
here,  and  he  has  been  in  charge  of  this  distribution  for  many  years  and  if  the 
committee  wants  to  know  anything  about  the  correspondence  they  receive  from 
all  over  the  country  as  to  the  varieties  selected  and  th^  satisfactory  results 
obtained  from  planting  these  seeds,  and  what  is  dime  with  the  rejected  seeds, 
and  whether  they  are  ever  put  on  the  market  by  dealers  after  the  Department 
has  rejected  them,  and  the  overhead  cost  and  things  of  that  Mnd,  he  can  answw 
any  questions  along  that  line  you  i^ay  desire  to  ask  him. 
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J5IATEMENI  OF  MB.  OLIVE&  F.  JONES,  OF  THE  mABTMXHT  07 

AOBIOUItTinUL 

Mr.  liAKCffJCY.  Mr.  Jones,  wimJt  have  you  to  say  conwrnninc  the  correspond- 
•enee  the  d^rtmeart  receives  respecting  the  satlsftwlwf  THwHi  isrtvn A  iwir 

the  country  from  the  planting  of  these  seeds? 

Mr.  AswEix.  I  have  seen  a  hundred  letters  myself  from  my  constituents. 

Mr.  Olivkk  F.  Jonks.  We  get  letters  every  day  giving  the  results  obtained 
from  the  seed,  and  out  of  every  1,000  letters  I  presume  there  are  two  that  are 
not  good  reports.  The  l)alance  are  first  class  in  every  respect.  Many  of  th€mi 
say  that  the  seed  they  received  from  the  department  was  planted  alongside 
the  seed  that  they  bought  and  that  the  deparment's  seed  came  up  and  the 
other  did  not.  Some  of  tliem  even  go  so  far  as  to  ask  us'if  th^  is  not  some- 
tiling  that  can  be  dcme  to  comip^  the  seed  men  to  funtiij^  seeds  as  good  as 
those  that  are  furnished  by  the  department 

Mr.  PuBNELi..  How  do  you  Memat  for  that  in  view  jitf  the  £ftct  that  th^ 
both  come  from  the  same  place? 

Mr.  Olivkk  F.  Jones.  I  account  for  it  in  this  way :  The  department's  stand- 
ard is  nmch  higher  than  that  set  by  the  seed  men,  and  we  reject  annually  a 
great  amount  of  sei^d  and  send  it  back,  because  it  does  not  come  up  to  our 
:standard  of  germination  or  is  not  true  to  name. 

Mr.  Langley.  Wliat  beccnnes  of  it  when  it  is  sent  ba^? 

Mr.  Oliver  F.  Jones.  We  do  not  know  wliat  beeonaes  ct  it,  Mr*  hamgLer,  but 
-we  have  our,  susipdci<m. 

Mr.  Langley.  What  is  that  suspicion? 

Mr.  Oliver  F.  .Jones.  We  do  not  thmk  it  is  destroyed  afh^  it  fOes  ba^dL 

Tou  can  draw  your  own  conclusion. 

^Ir.  JoxEs.  INIr.  Jones,  do  you  get  many  letters  from  New  Mexico  and  Arizona 
;and  that  section  out  there  as  to  these  seeds? 

Mr.  Oliver  F.  Jones.  Well,  not  so  many,  ^  ^ 

Mr.  Clague.  Do  you  get  many  from  Minnesota? 

Mr,  Olives  F.  Jones.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Mr.  C^UE.  I  want  to  say  now  that  I  think  ev^y  newspaper  in  my  district 
is  opposed  to  it  and  csiticises  it  That  has  been  true  for  20  years.  Xhey  think 
it  is  a  W)rt  of  graft. 

Mr.  Oliveb  F.  Jones.  We  get  wonderful  reports  from  the  Garden  Club  of 
^Minneapolis.  They  have  made  a  feature  of  it  out  there.  We  have  sent  thou- 
:  sands  and  thousands  to  the  Garden  Club  of  the  city  of  Minneapolis,  and  we 
get  splendid  reports.  In  Detroit  we  send  seeds  to  the  operatives  of  the  auto- 
mobile plants.  Mr.  l\  H.  Kelley  always  made  a  feature  of  tliat  The  auto- 
mobile people  set  aside  garden  space  f or  tiieir  employees. 

The  same  thing  applies  to  tiiie  cotton  mills  in  the  South.  We  send  seeds  out 
all  over  the  South,  and  they  are  furnished  to  the  operatives  of  those  mills,  and 
•th^  are  furnished  plots  by  the  people  who  employ  them.  The  same  thing  holds 
in  regard  to  the  miners.  We  received  a  letter  the  other  day  from  a  certiiin 
Congressman  in  which  he  outlined  the  results  obtained  with  seeds  sent  out  by 
him  last  year  through  the  Red  Cross.  He  said  they  gave  them  to  the  mmers 
in  his  district,  and  he  went  on  to  elaborate  the  results  obtained  and  the, wonder- 
ful improvements  it  has  made  in  the  appearance  of  xnin^'  homes  and  their 
•surroundings  and  in  the  habite  of  the  miners  themselves. 

Mr.  AswKLL.  M3t.  Glagne»  would  tiiey  read  your  paper  v&j  mudi  if  you  did. 
mot  abuse  Congress  about  something? 

Mr.  Clague.  There  may  be  something  in  that,  but  I  must  my  I  have  never 
Tiad  anything  but  criticism  on  that  score. 

Mr.  AswELL.  From  the  farmers  themselves? 

Mr.  Clague.  From  the  farmers. 

Mr.  As  WELL.  What  kind  of  people  do  you  have? 

Mr.  Clague.  We  have  the  very  best,  but  there  has  been  one  continual  criti- 
cism for  the  past  20  years, 

Mr.  AswKLL.  I  have  had  a  varied  experlaioe,  as  Mr-  Jones  kno^  When  I 
first  came  to  Ckmgress  10  years  ago  I  sent  ev^body  on.my  mailing  list  a  pa<^- 
age  of  seeds.  It  did  not  amount  to  anything.  When  I  went  home  I  sent  over 
-the  district  to  find  out  what  results  had  been  obtained,  and  as  a  result  of  my 
inquiry  I  adopted  this  method.  I  wrote  to  every  postmaster  in  my  district  a 
personal  letter,  in  which  I  said,  "  I  am  going  to  change  my  method  of  distrib- 
uting garden  seeds  and  I  want  your  cooperation.  If  you  will  cooperate  with 
me  I  will  change  the  method-"  About  95  per  cent  of  them  replied  that  they 
would  be  glad  to  help. 
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I  then  fleat  n  nmBXl  sack  of  seed  to  each  postmaster,  hairing  idready  requested: 
him  to  hand  them  out  where  tttey  would  be  <^  the  irost  value  and  to  say  to- 
any  others  that  wanted  seeds  to  write  to  me.  I  reserved  the  majority  of  my 
seed  here  and  sent  them  out  on  request,  and  to  everybody  who  made  a  request 
I  sent  six  packages.  I  Imve  followed  that  plan  for  six  years,  and  my  mail 
to-day  is  filled  with  thanks  and  gratitude.  There  is  no  criticism  in  my  district 
now  on  the  subject  of  garden  seeds. 

Mr.  Langley.  I  want  to  say  that  I  have  tried  every  method  of  distribution  I 
could  deY3l^.through  schools,  through  committeemen,  through  the  newspapers 
and  other  ways.  In  otta^  words,  I  tried  to  get  the  vary  best  cUstribution  pos" 
tSble.  And  the  only  criticisin  I  have  ever  heard  in  my  district  with  r^ard  to 
the  distribution  of  these  garden  seeds  was  made  by  a  gratl^an  who  was  run- 
ning against  me  in  the  primary,  and  lie  said  that  I  was  shading  out  cabbage 
seeds  tliat  did  not  come  up. 

Mr.  AswELL.  Well,  you  know  wlien  your  opponent  does  not  have  anything- 
else  to  say  about  you  it  is  very  natural  for  him  to  x*efer  to  you  as  a  gurdeu- 
seed  Congressman.    But  tliat  is  pure  rot. 

Mr.  liAnt&UEX.  Absolutely. 

Mr.  Gi^ABfix.  I  am  free  to  confess  that  the  farmers  in  my  district  seem  to  feel 
exactly  like  those  in  Glague^s  district  up  ttaera 

Mr.  Aswdx.  But  your  farmers  are  all  dairy  farmers. 

Mr.  Langley.  May  I  ask,  Mr,  Jones,  whether  any  Oongresfflnan  ever  ask  for 

garden  seeds  for  their  personal  use? 

Mr.  Olivi:k  S.  Jonks.  We  furnish  seeds  every  year  to  one  Texas  ('ont^ressnmn 
in  par^icnlar.  and  we  have  liad  letters  from  him  statin^^  that  the  seeds  were 
absolutely  satisfactory  in  every  respect,  and  he  comes  back  each  year  for 
another  lot, 

Mr.  Lanqi^t.  That  is  true  in  my  case  also. 

Mr.  Ouv£B  F.  JoNBS.  Z  also  fumii^  seed  to  the  secretary  of  a  certain  Senator 
who  has  a  plot  down  here«on  the  flats. 
Mr.  AswKEJu  I  have    plot  down  iSMite  tooy  and  I  {liaiit  your  seeds  .to  some 

extent. 

Mr.  I.AxcLEY.  What  is  the  average  annual  coat  of  flower  seeds?  That  oomes^ 
out  of  the  total  appropriation  of  course. 

Mr.  Oliver  F,  Jones.  I  think  Mr.  Connor  can  tell  you  that  better  thail  T  can. 

Mr.  Connor.  The  prime  cost  is  about  $16,000  on  the  average,  I  should  say. 
It  varies  from  year  to  year. 

The  Chaieman.  That  is  th^cost  to  the  Government? 

Mr.  OoNNOB.  Yes,  sir. »  ' 

The  Chaibkak.  $1^000  out  of  an  appropriaticm  of  how  much? 
Mr.  GoNNOB.  The  total  appropriation  this  year  is  $860,000. 

The  Chaikman.  The  cost  of  the  seed  is  $3^000? 

>ri\  Connor.  That  is  the  flower  seed. 

The  CHAiR>rAN.  What  is  the  total  cost  of  all  of  it? 

Mr.  Connor.  It  is  rather  indefinite  for  this  year  as  yet,  but  I  shouid  say  it 
Would  be  approximately  $125,000. 

Mr.  PuBNEXL,  Mr.  Jones,  do  Senators  get  the  same  allotment  as  Members 
of  the  House? 

Mr.  Ouvm  S.  JotvES.  Yes,  sir.  t 
Mr.  PuBNEix.  They  do  not  get  any  more? 
]Mr.  OovEB  S.  Jones.  Just  the  same. 

Mr.  Langley,  May  I  ask  just  one  more  question  of  Professor  Oakley?  Have 
you  had  any  letters  from  Members  of  Congress  stating  thift  they  have  person- 
ally tested  these  seeds  and  telling  of  their  productiveness,  purity,  and  so  on? 

Mr.  Oaktey.  Yes;  Mr.  Jones  has  just  stated  that  he  has  a  number  of  letters 
of  that  kind,  Mr.  Langley.    I  want  to  defend  the  quality  of  the  seeds  that  are- 
sent  out;  I  am  quite  anxious  to  do  that,  if  necessary,  and.  if  there  are  any  ' 
members  here  who  have  personally  tested  these  seeds  and  fonnd  them  unsatis- 
factory I  should  be  very  glad  if  they  would  let  me  know. 

Mr,  Langley.  I  wonder,  Professor  Oiftkley,  if  any  membws  of  the  Committee 
on  Agriculture  have  had  occasion  to  test  them. 

Mr.  Oakley.  That  is  a  que^on  that  I  should  be  vwy  glad  to  have  you  agki 
as  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

Mr.  AsM'ET.L.  I  have,  and  I  have  found  them  better  than  any  I  could  buy. 

Mr.  Langley.  There  is  just  one  more  question  that  I  would  like  to  ask 
either  of  these  gentlemen  who  may  desire  to  answer  it.  How  nmch  would 
these  packages,  which  cost  the  Government  a  little  over  3  cents,  be  worth  in: 
the  open  market  if  he  had  to  purchase  titiem  from  dealers? 
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Mr.  Oakley.  Mr.  Langley,  the  price  varies  somewhat.  Some  of  these  pack- 
-ets— you  refer  to  packets,  do  you  not?  There  are  Ave  packets  in  a  package. 
The  package  itself  costs  3.4  cents,  which  is  about  aevea^^^eoths  of  a  cent  for 
each  individual  packet.   Individual  packets  are  neWbag  oaw  for  firom  5  to  10 

c^nts.    Some  of  them  are  a  little  below  5  cents. 

Mr.  Langley.  In  other  words,  the  same  amount  of  seed  purchased  in  the 
open  market  would  cost  the  farmer  from  20  to  35  cents  a  package,  which  the 
Oovernnient  puts  out  at  3.4  cents? 

Mr.  Oaklkv.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  say  from  20  to  35  cents?   That  is  for  the  five  packets 
that  you  put  up  in  one  package? 
'  Mr,  Oi&KUBr.  ^liiat  ^  r^^; 

The  Chairman.  The  five  would  retail  at  from  20  to  35  cents? 

Mr.  Oakmcy.  Well,  from  25  to  35  cents.  You  might  find  some  packets  that 
sell  below  5  cents,  but  the  general  run  of  the  packets  put  up  by  the  big 
commission  seed  houses  sell  for  5  centa  Of  course,  there  are  a  good  many  now 
that  are  selling  for  10  cents. 

Mr.  JoxKs.  Do  not  those  packages  that  they  sell  at  from  5  to  10  cents  con- 
tain a  great  many  more  seed  than  these  little  packets? 

Mn  Oakxbt.  No,  sir;  some  of  them  are  slightly  heavier  and  some  ap- 
preciably less. 

Mr.  Langley,  And  as  to  their  qnallty,  yon  have  no  doubt  that  tiie  Govem- 
mmt  tests  the  character  of  the  seeds? 

Mr.  Oakley.  You  know  my  position  on  that,  Mr.  Langley.  I  am  ab- 
solutely positive  that  the  quality  of  the  standard  varieties  is  higli*  Of  coarse 

we  do  not  deal  with  novelties  or  special  varieties. 
Mr.  VoiGT.  I  move  that  the  chairman  report  favorably  Mr.  Langley's  bilL 
Mr.  AswELL.  Second  the  motion. 

The  Chaieman.  How  would  it  do  to  amend  it  in  this  way:  "That  here- 
after there  is  her«*y  authorized  to  be  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  an>rcq[>riated,  annually  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of 

$500,000,"  and  so  forth? 

Mr.  A  SWELL.  That  is  all  right. 

Mr.  VoTGT.  I  move  it  be  reported  that  way. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  your  motion,  then,  to  insert  the  words  "hereafter" 
after  the  words  "that,"'  id  line  3,  page  1,  and  to  insert,  foUowing  line  4, 

"  annually  not  to  exceed  "? 
Mr.  VoiGT.  Yes. 

(The  motion  to  amend,  being  duly  seconded,  was  agreed  to.) 

Mr.  Jones.  I  offer  an  amendment  to  strike  out  the  figures  *  $500,000  "  and 
insert  in  Ueii  thereof  "  $240,000.'' 

Mi\  AswEux  It  would  not  be  worth  anything  if  you  cot  It  down  half. 

The  Chairman.  This  leaves  it  with  the  Committee  on  Ax^iopriattOBS  to  fix 
the  amount,  whether  it  be  $1  or  whether  it  be  $500,000. 

Mr.  JoNKs.  But  they  can  not  go  above  our  limitation. 

My.  Voigt.  I  move  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  the  sum  of  $360,000. 

Mr.  AswELL.  The  criticism  that  members  have  made  to  me  is  on  the  ground 
tiiat  there  is  not  enough  to  go  around.  I  think  it  ought  to  be  a  maximumr  of 
$500,000. 

Mr.  Voigt.  I  will  withdraw  my  motion  to  amend.  - 

Mr.  PxTBNELL.  I  think  we  ought  to  have  the  $500,000  or  nothing. 

Mr.  JoisBS.  Then  I  will  change  my  motion  and  make  it  $300,000  instead  of 

$240,000. 

The  CHAiR^f  AN.  Without  objectI<m,  it  will  be  so  ordered.  The  motion  is  to 

reduce  the  amount  to  $360,000? 

Mr.  Jones.  Yes,    That  is  the  amount  we  have  been  carrying,  as  I  under- 
stand it. 

(The  motion  to  amend,  being  duly  seconded,  was  agreed  to.) 
Mr.  AswELL.  Mr.  Voigt,  do  you  renew  yonr  motion? 

Mr.  GiAQUE.  Mr.  Ghairman,  I  tbink  we  on^t  to  have  a  quomm  and  go  into 
executive  session. 

The  Chairman.  The  Chair  will  count.    [After  counting.]    There  are  dght 

members  present.   There  is  not  a  quorum  present. 

Mr.  AswELL.  Mr.  Chairman,  may  I  inquire  briefly  about  this  pending  claim 
that  Doctor  Coates  has  here?    Are  we  going  to  take  any  action  on  it? 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  has  agreed  to  hear  the'representatives  of  the 
department.   They  are  not  here  this  morning;  I  could  not  send  for  them,  he- 
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cause  I  was  not  certain  that  ttw  coold  l»  l»Md.  Is  it  aigwaaWe  to  the  com- 

™*S*AswS**I  d??Jt  care  to  hear  any  representative  of  the  department.  I 
think  it  is  a  just  claim,  and  I  am  ready  to  vote  for  it  now. 

Mr.  VoiGT.  Why  do  you  not  make  a  motion  to  that  effect/ 

Mr.  AswELL.  They  say  they  want  a  quorum. 

(After  informal  discussion:)  a».-ii  ro.«i.- 

The  Chaibman.  What  is  the  pleasure  of  the  eoaomltleet  ahaU  the  Oheir 
invite  representatives  of  the  dei>artnient  to  appear  the  am  tune? 
Mr.  AswKEX.  I  do  not  care;  I  am  ready  to ^ota. 
Mr  Jones.  I  am  ready  to  vote  any  time. 

iS.  ISvSu  lam  ready  to  vote  for  the  Fulmer  biU  li^t  now  if  you  restore 

^^?Thereu^nf  aT^ll.45^  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  committee  proceeded  to  the  conaMwfa- 
ti<«  of  other  business.) 
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